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For the Western Examiner. | no more sothan the other—and in the second, 
AN ESSAY, supposing a Spirit, only increases the diffi- 

; Om -» o | culty. 
On the existence or nay or of such a thing But I have not yet finished. ‘What isit but 
bie conscience that makes a dog sneak away with 


[CONCLUDED FROM OUR LASTal 


Is it not combination of ideas that inducesa 
horse trained in a circus, to find and bring his 
master’s hat?—to pick out-the letters of the 
Alphabet? What is the foundation of all hu- 
man science and skill? Imitation. Do not 
the horse, the elephant and the monkey, imi- 
tate? What but combination of ideas, teach- 
es a dog, when whipped by a bigger dog than 
himself, to go away and bring one to help him? 
Is not a horse capable of vanity and pride? 

When a raven finds a dead animal, and then 
flies away and returns with a host of his com- 
rades, is it not communication of ideas—that 
is, speech—by which he brought them? Of 
course the ideas of animals and birds are limi- 
ted, and the sounds which express their ideas, 
and form their language must be few and limi- 
ted likewise—but that they have languages, is 
certain. How else could the wild geese fol- 
low a certain leader through the air? Speech 
is necessary to deliberation, and deliberation 
to choosing a leader. Bees too—how do they 
choose their Queen, without the use of lan- 
guage—limited though that Minguage be?— 
How could such communities, either of bees 
or ants, be held together, governed, and made 
to act in such perfect unison, unless they had 








some way of communicating their ideas? 
I myself have seen, when I have come upon 





a herd of wild horses in the* prairie, that they 
possessed the power of speech. I have seen 
the leader follow two or three individuals who 
had left the main body—and after standing 
with them for a few moments, return without 
them to the main body—put himself at the 
head and set off in flight. This was plainly 
an attempt to induce them not to forsake the 
main body. 

Let any man listen to a company of hens, 
and see if he cannot discover in their cackling, 
numberless gradations of sound and expres- 
sion which cannot but be a limited language. 
Now ifall this can be done without Spirit, why 
suppose a Spirit at all? Explain these things 
without the intervention or aid of Spirit, and 
I will explain every action and faculty of the 
mind in the same way. — I allow that it is in- 

-compréhensible—but in the first place, one is 








all the signs of shame, after stealing a bit of 
meat? Show me the difference bétween this, 
and the conscience of a man. Here at once 
are conscience, shame and fear. 

What affection can compare with that of a 
dog? Strike your friend, and seewif he does 
not forsake you—but strike your dog, and he 
will still fight for you to the death. He will 
starve himself upon your grave. Treat a dog 
with uniform severity, from the tiffe that he 
first knows you, for a month or two, and then 
of a sudden, pay him some little attention, do 
him some little favor, or even speak to him 
kindly, and see if you discover in him no signs 
of pride. Whrat but conscience was it, that 
forced the elephant, after killing his driver, to 
set his infant child upon his neck, and after- 
wards to permit no one else to molest him?— 
What but generosity taught the elephant to 
spare the child who had injured him, and only 
to lift him in the air to frighten him —while for 
the same offence he wouldy, without hesitation, 
have crushed a man to death? 

I ask again, what is the basis of all human 
knowledge? Imitation. And what else teach- 
es birds their songs? It has been proven that 
if you put the eggs ofa linnet under a canary, 
the young linnets will sing only the notes of 
the canary—and the rule is general. How else 
does the mocking bird learn his songs? 

What teaches the Ant and the Bee to lay 
up food for winter? Is it not a limited exer- 
cise of reason?—and how, without some lan- 
guage, can two ants agree, even in rolling one 
grain of corn? 

Was it no combination of ideas that induc- 
ed'the Parrot, while in danger of drowning, to 
offer a pound for a waterinan, and when saved 
to reduce his offer to three pence? 

Let us recapitulate. Combiration of ideas, 
imitation, memory, affection, dislike, indigna- 
tion, shame, fear, conscience, pride, generosi- 
ty, and the faculty of speech. AH this without 
the aid of Spirit—and is there any greater dif- 
ficulty in conceiving the operations of the 
mind of man than of these? Explain one of 
these, I repeat, and I explain all. And be it 
remembered that Spirit is a hypothesis, and 
as such, stands in need of proof. 
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The gradation of existence, from man thro’ | 
the inferior animals, also is perfect. Descen- 
ding from man in his most elevated character, 
and his highest pitch of genius, to the lowest 
of the human race—from Shakspeare and Na- 
poleon to the stupid New Hollander, whose 
language is but a few half intelligible sounds— 
and to the mindless idiot—we find a chain be- 
tween whose. links we can see no distinction. 
Thence through the ouran-outang and the ele- 
phant, tothe poor passive “oyster, it is the 
same—an@ the elephant is superior, at least 
equal, tothe idiot. Then come the produc- 
tions, half animal, half veg»table—which are 
found in the depths of the ocean—and thence 
through «lbthe varieties of the vegetable crea- 
tion. Does not this prove the non-existence 
of Spirit? If the superiority of faculty proves 
Spirit, the dog has a Spirit, because he is su- 
perior to the oyster. It is a poor argument 
which will only apply in one place—and the 
chief argument in support of the existence of 
Spirit, is that it is necessary in order to ac- 
count for the faculties possessed by man. But 
it must certainly be allowed that there is no 
more absurdity in claiming a Spirit to explain | 
the faculties of the elephant, than those of the | 
man. And again I repeat, the supposition of 
Spirit would only increase the difficulty. 

And what after all, is the benefit of this doc- 
trine?—It explains nothing, it enlightens noth- 
ing, and it benefits nobody. It explains 
nothing, because it is more difficult to imagine 
how matter acts on Spuit—than matter on 
matter—producing ideas. It enlightens noth- 
ing, because it is in itself ineonceivable—and 
an inconceivable doctrine can il!lumine nothing 
—light is never produced by darkness. It 
can add nothing to man’s accountability, or his | 
duties—for the Spirit, having no faculties or 
passions without the body—having no feeling 
of enjoyment, or. pain, cannot suffer punish- 
ment and cannot be accountakle. Of course, 
if no such thing as Spirit acts upon the body, 
jit is still as accountable and as liable to pun- 
ishment, as when connected with the Soul.— 
The body is the ‘nly source of feeling. The 
senses are the only sources of ideas I may 
be told, there is sych a thing as mental pain— 
but I again assert that the dog, im the fear of 
punishment and the consciousness «f guilt—in 
the grief for the loss of his master—has the 
same mental pain—and in his joy at seeing his 
master, or saving his life, the same mental 
pleasure, as that which man feels—and in 
both the whole arises from causes purely ma- 
terial. 

The conscience itself depends upon the or- 
ganization, the senses, and the ideas received 
by the senses—in which, of course, circum-| 
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stances are included—so that the Soul with- 
out the body can have no conscience. If it 
were not so—if conscience be an innate portion 
of the Soul, wHy HAVE NOT ALL MEN THE SAME 
consciENcE? ‘Thus the Soul reduces itself to 
a perfectly unimportant theory, without feel- 
ing or thought, unless connected with, and by 
means of, the body. Now a doctrine—a hy- 
pothesis—should have something which may 
atone for its absurdity. But this hypothesis 
of Spirit is absurd, inconceivable and useless. 
We are told, that to deny the existence of 
Spirit, makes man a mere brute, and takes a- 
way his accountability. To the objection that 
we sink man to a mere brute, I have only to 
say, that when I deny to man a more exquisite 
combination of matter—higher faculties—su- 
perior powers of combination and reasoning, 
than to a horse, then the objection will be good 
againstme. It seems to be considered that so 
soon as we deny man asoul we degrade him. 
Is the idiot ennobled because he hasa soul? 
Is he any the more intellectual—any the more 
exalted? ‘That man is superior to the beasts 
is an axiom. ‘This superiority arises from a 
different conformation and combination, and 
is as much a radical difference as though he 
had a Spirit. Allowing him a Spirit does not 
ennoble him—on the contrary he might have 
that and still be a gaping, grinning idiot. 

As to the accountability—I say again, Spir- 
it cannot be accountable, because, of itself, it 
has no feeling—no individuality. If it had, 
the Soul of a child would be as perfect as that 
of a man—but’we all well know, that of the 
first year of our life we know nothing—the 
Soul then had no individuality—no conscious- 
ness, sufficient to enable it to receive and 
combine ideas. But even allowing the argu- 
ment of the instrument, before mentioned, to 
be good, the Spirit, which only acts upon the 
brain, and produces good and bad effects and 
faculties, according to the condition of the 
brain, deserves neither blame nor credit for 
the good or evil which arose, not from its in- 
herent power and nature, but from the confor- 
mation and state of the brain. It cannot be 
punished for effects not dependent on itself. 
It is like the wind, blowing over the strings of 
the HMolian harp, and deserves neither credit 
for the harmony, nor blame for the discord. 

Supposing that we allow, for the sake of hy- 
pothesis, that we can prove the existence of a 
God from the appearances of nature. When 
we see a painting, astatue, or a piece of me- 
chanism, we can judge no more about the au- 
thor of it, than that he is capable of doing just 
so well and no. better. We have no riglit to 
say that he can make a painting, statue, or 
piece of mechanism, twice as good, (unless we 
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have seen him de so) for the plain reason that} tality, proves the soul to be immortal. Is the 


we can only suppose the cause to be equal to, 
the effect. If we see one billiard ‘all strike 
another, and send it to a distance of two feet, | 
we have no right to say that with exactly the | 
same force, it could have sent it six feet.—_ 
Now from this Creation what idea can we form 
of God? Why, that he can make just such. 
a Creation, and one no better. But we are 
not at liberty to judge, according to the prin- 
ciples of correct reasoning, that he can make 
a universe twice as good-—or even in any de- 
gree improve this. Whence then do we judge 
that he has made this world imperfect, but 
will make a future state, in which to remedy | 
the imperfections of this? Here is a man who | 
has left a steam-engine clumsily made. What 
kind of an argument would it be to say, **This 
man has made this engine clumsily—therefore, 
he can and will make a perfect one?” What 
a lame and impotent conclusion would this be! | 
Or to say of a penman, ‘this man has written 
this instrument badly, therefore, he will write 
the next one weil.” Now if the universe is 
imperfect, this argument applies exactly, and 





we have no reason and no right to expect a | proof that he will ever obtain it. 
| body, man can never obtain that knowledge— 


better one. If it is already perfect, there is 


'proves that a 





no need of another existence. 


longing after riches any proof that a man will 
be rich? All men who long for a futurity, 
long for happiness too, in that futurity—and if 


the longing om immortality, it likewise , 
l 


, in that immortality, will be 
happy. Need I make any other answer to 
the objection? I think not. 

Iam told too, that the faculty of improve- 
ment—of going on from knowledge to knowl- 
edge, proves the same thing. Can the facul- 
ty which depends upon the use of the senses 
prove avy thing with regard to the Spirit, 
which has no senses? If it proves any thing, 
it would prove that matter was immortal, for it 
is from the combination of matter that the 
senses arise.. This longing after knowledge 
proves nothing; because, without the body, 
man would have no senses®y which to re- 
ceive ideas and accumulate knowledge, and 
with the body there would be the same impe 1- 
iment to knowledge which there is now. It is 
only by means of impossible circumstances, 
that man can obtain that knowledge for which 


he sighs, and of course, the longing for it is no 
With this 


and if the body were altered to enable him to 


Again, what idea do we draw from man’s | pursue his researches, he would no longer be 


frame and composition in this life? Why, 
only that he is subject to the laws of change, 
decay and death. Are we then warranted in 
saying, ‘‘this tree, or this horse, has decayed, 
and the substance of which it, or he, was form- 
ed, is already entering into new combinations, | 
therefore, it will never re-appear in the same | 
com/ination;’”"—and in the same breath to say, | 
‘this man has decayed, and his body is en- | 
tering into new combinations—therefore, he | 
will again be restored, and the particles of mat- 
ter of which he is composed, gathered again, | 
and re-combined, at some future time in the | 
same body?” Theabsurdity is plain. 

Weare reviled for saying that matter is e- 
ternal; but as Spirit can only exist, as to its 
faculties and feelings, through the medium of 
the body; as I have no individuality except 
from the connection of Spirit and matter—it is 
plain that matter must exist as long as Spirit 
—that is, that one is co-eternal with the oth- 
er. The Spirit has no senses, passions or af- 
fections without the body——so that in order to 
immortalize the Spirit, this matter must first 
be rendered immortal, that is, we must over- 
turn all the laws of nature--we must separate 
decay and change from matter—and then it is 
no longer matter. Into such absurdities do 
we plunge when we hold toa useless doctrine, 
and one which possesses no jot of evidence. | 


I am told too, that the longing after immor- | 














the same individual, because upon the forma- 


tion and qualities ef the body, depends the | 


nature of man. 

When men use such arguments as these, 
they should remember that Cicero, with all his 
research and with all the powers of his great 
mind, was never convinced: by them. Ifthere 
was or is any proof of the doctrine, he had as 
good an opportunity of knowing it as any 
man on the broad earth. 

And now, what are the benefits of this be- 
lief? That it gives man a higher and prouder 
idea of his own character? But if the idea is 
a false one, of what avail is it? I cannot find 
that the believer in itis any more liberal, any 
more honorable, just or high-minded, than the 
materialist. And if we believe that in anoth- 
er life we shall obtain to the perfection of ail 
knowledge without effort, it is certainly no in- 
ducement to laborious study in this. Why 
strive so hardly for what we shall soon obtain 
without trouble? The love of fame, and the 
desire of being useful, are much greater in- 
ducements to the acquisition of knowledge. I 
should like to believe that I am immortal—it 
would gratify my vanity—but it is no reason 
for my believing it without evidence. 

If there be any other objections to material- 
ism, I shall consider them in the fourth and 
last essay, together with the origin of the doc- 
trine of Spirit. 
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I cannot believe in the existence of Spirit, 


without evidence, and I find none. ‘The doc- 
trine itself is of no importance, were it not 
for the multitude of faiths which have taken it 
for their basis, and which must fall, whenever 
their foundation is shown to be insecure. For 
this only have I written this Essay—and for 
this only shall I write the fourth. I wish to 
demonstrate the actual weakness of all reli- 
gions, and to show the poor fourdatians upon 
which their fabrics of sand have been erected. 
Were it not for this, I would not have spent a 
moment to demolish the doctrine of the Pneu- 
matists. 

In concluding, let me remark, that I have 
in this—-and shall in all my Essays, endeavor 
to discuss calmly and rationally every subject. 
{ desire to injugg no man’s feelings—to insult 
no man’s belief” I invite discussion and am 
ready to meet any opponent who will come 
forth, and honestly and dispassionately dis- 
cuss these questions. As for any man who 
shall: hide himself like a skulking craven and 
splash his abuse over me, I shall leave him to 
wallow in the shame of his own foulness and 
pollution. 

PROMETHEUS. 





For the Western Examiner. 


TENDENCIES OF We CHRISTIAN RELIGION. 
o. HI. 


‘*Nothing can be of any possible use in this world, 
but as it has a tendency to make men happy.’’ 

Rev. Darid Williams. 

In my last, I mentioned the Persian and 
Turkish systems, not only to show their influ- 
ence upon education, but to show also, that 
the objects, evidences and tendencies of all 
religions, are very nearly the same. Ido not 
expect that the man whose reading is confit- 
ed to the Almanac and Bible, can see, or will 
believe any thing not told him by his priest; 
but the intelligent reader who can take in ata 
view the various bearings and relations of the 
different religious systems, will perceive more 
readily, the incongruities of his own system. 
He will discover that truth and falsehood are 
the same in all countries; that Turks and Per- 
sians, are not more liable than Christians to 
err under similar circumstances, and that it is 
the want ofa thorough knowledge of, that sup- 
ports, their systems. 

Most Christians take the truth of the Bible 
for granted, without investigation and without 
evidence. They believe it because they are 
educated in the belief that its authenticity is 
universally acknowledged. We might take 
any Christian community, consisting of any 
number of individuals, and I think we would 
find that not more than a twentieth part 











of them would be well acquainted with the 
origin, doctrines and discipline of their own 
sect; fewer yet would they be who could be 
supposed to have read attentively, the eviden- 
ces brought forward by the defenders of Chris- 
tianity, and to be well versed in its history 
since its foundation—to have impartially ex- 
amined and compared all the evidences for 
and against the truth of Christianity—to have 
diligently studied the Old and New Testz- 
ment, with a view to see if they were consis- 
tent, reasonable and worthy to be received as | 
a revelation from heaven; and many out. of 

the number of those who would have thus 
thought and examined, would be, in réality, 
what the Christian world calls Infidels. But 
to return from this digression. | 

We need not look far around us to perceive 
that the Christian religion, besides having no 
foundation in truth, is a source of much evil. 
It divides society into innumerable sects; en- 
genders evil passions, feuds, and rancorous 
feelings amongst its votaries; it creates fierce 
contentions about unimportant ccremonics, 
and slight differences of opinion; it separates 
friends, divides families, turning love into ha- 
tred, and our dearest and best friends into our 
worst enemies: and such conduct is the natu- 
ral consequence of the doctrines which it 
teaches: witness, Matt. chap. 8. ver. 21-22, 
chap. 10. ver. 21-34-38, chap. 19. ver. 29 
—30—Mark, chap. 10. ver. 29—1 Corinth. 
chap. 9. ver. 22, and numberless others ot 
like import. — 

“If any man Jove not the Lord Jesus Christ, 
let him beg Anathema Maran-atha,” (1 Cor. 
16-22,) that is, if any one should despise fa- 
naticism, and trust to the simple Chinese 
maxim for his salvation—to do to others as he 
would have others do to him—let him be ac- 
cursed! This is morality for us witha venge- 
ance! Here we may perceive the very source 
of all the intolerance and proscription, which, 
for fifteen centuries, have poisoned the cup of 
human happiness. Is love dependent on the 
will? or can a person love an object through 
the fear of its curse? And the being who is 
thus to be loved, is ‘‘equal to the Father,” 
and entirely competent to inspire involuntary 
affection! 

‘Let him be accursed!” How many who 
have despised in their hearts the jugglery and 
cant of hypocrisy, have themselves been made 
hypocrites by these appalling words! Uow 
many who are now paying tribute to tlae idol, 
Priestcraft, have been restrained by the fear 
of this denunciation! But it is not the super- 
stitious man, only, who is brought within the 
pale of submission by this threat; it is not the 
imaginary curse of an offended God, but seme- 
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thing far more terrible, far more potent in its 
influence upon the minds of the generality; 7 
is the curse of CHRISTIAN INTOLERANCE! Let 
a person decline receiving their pious lying 
tracts, or show the slightest disrespect for their 
superstitions, and what is the result? The 
name of the offender is immediately placed 
upon their proscription list. If he is a pro- 








fessional man, or a mechanic, when they can | 


trine, and their passions inflamed with the 
prospect of such unbounded indulgence, he 
himself set them an example of using what 
he called their Christian liberty, by’ marrying 
at once three wives, among which the widow 
of Matthias, a woman of singular beauty, was 
one.—As he was allured by beauty, or the 
love’of variety, he gradually added to the 
number of his wives, until they amounted to 


avoid it, they will not employ him; if a mer-| fourteen, though the widow of Matthias was 


chant or a farmer, he is not encouraged in his) 
business; and this concerted course of oppres- 
sion has a most powerful influence in coercing 
the compliance of many, with, at least, the ex- 
ternal rituals of the Church. If men are poor, 
they are particularly dependant on society 
for its good offices; they dread the ppposition 
of the church, of its bigoted and overbearing 
clergy and opulent members, and hence the 
tacit acknowledgement which thousands give 
to the claims of a system, which, if unsupport- 
ed by law and custom, could not long survive 
the. exploded superstitions of past ages. In| 
many of our towns and villages it is almost 
impossible for a young man, be his qualifica- 
tions what they may, to sustain himself, or to 





rise to any degree of eminence tm his _profess- 
ion, without a union with some church. And 
thus thousands are, by the entreaties of friends, 
the dread of persecution, and above all, the 
necessity of consulting their own immediate 
interests, forced to subscribe to doctrines 
which they do not understand, or which, if 
they understood, they could not fail to des- 
pise. CELSUS. 





To the Editors of the Western Examiner. 
GENTLEMEN, 

If you think the following extract from the | 
History of Charles the V. worthy a place in 
your valuable paper, please insert it. Like 
every thing else, it evinces the corrupt tenden- 
cy of the Christian Religion. Boccold, of | 
whom the author speaks, was a contemporary | 
of the notorious Calvin, and a Prophet of the | 
religious sect, called A&nabaptists: — 

‘‘Having now attained the height of power, 
Boecold began to discover passions, which he 
had hitherto restrained or indulged only in se- 
cret. As the excesses of enthusiasm have 
been observed in every age to lead to sensual 
gratifications, the saine constitution that is sus- 
ceptible of the former, being remarkably prone 
to the latter, he instructed the Prophets and 
feachers to harangue the people for several 
days concerning the lawfulness, and even ne- 
cessity of taking more wives than one, which 
they asserted to be one of the privileges grant- 
ed by God to the Saints. When their ears 
were once accustomed to this licentious dac-| 








the only one dignified with the title of Queen, 
or who shared with him the splendor and or- 
naments of royalty. After the examples of 
their Prophet, the multitude gave themselves 
up to the most licentious and uncontrolled 
gratification of theirdesires. Noman remain- 
ed satisfied with a single wife. Not to use 
their Christian liberty, was deemed a crime.— 
Persons were appointed to search the houses 
for young women grown up to maturity, whom 
they instantly compelled to marry. ‘Togeth- 
er with polygamy, freedom of divorce, its in- 
superable attendants was introduced, and be- 
came a new source of corruption. Every ex- 
cess was committed, of which the passions of 
men are capable, when restrained neither by 
the authority of Laws, nor the sense of decen- 
cy; and by a monstrous and almost incredible 
conjunction, voluptuousness was ingrafted on 
religion, and dissolute riot accompanied th 

austerities of fanatical devotion.” 





FEMALE TRAPPISTS. 
The following brief sketch of this order of 
fanatics is highly illustrative of the spirit of 
Christianity during the dark ages, and while 


‘that religion was in its zenith. What a sin- 


gular ‘‘revelation”’ is it that gave rise to such 
horrid fanaticism! We do not know that any 
one has ever attributed the prevailing super- 
stition to his Satanic Majesty, but we verily 
believe that the theory could be supported 
with much plausibility. Our refiners of reli- 
gious nonsense should look to it. Many mys- 
teries, otherwise impenetrable, could thus be 
solved. 

‘In Portugal there is a convent of female 
Trappists. ‘The nuns of this order never taste 
any thing, ‘from the first day of their noviti- 


‘ate, but fish and vegetables—-sickness, even 


the most vivlent, producing no alterations in 
this respect, or, indeed, in any other—for 
even in the most desperate cases, all earthly 
assistance is forbidden, as tending to counter- 
act the will of God.” They believe that if 
God has willed that they should die, they 
must; and ifhe has ordained that they should 
recover, they will. All medical advice is held 
as asin. ‘They make the most delicate 
sweetmeats, which they are not permitted even 
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to taste. ‘They are limited in their quantity | It was all very affecting, and drew forth tears 


of nourishment, bad, or rather, poor as it isy 


and they are covered with a single garment, | 
which is given them on the day of their profes- | 


and pickioons in abundance. 
One idea advanced by the speaker, we 
thought no less just than original. He said 





sion, and 1s never replaced; this garment is of | that the present mission promised more than 
the coarsest kind, and they wear no linen be-| missions ordinarily do; for, far removed from 
neath it. Like the Monks of La Trappe, they | the contaminating influence of civilized [chris- 
every day throw out a spadeful of earth from! tiamized] society, reforming them (the Indians) 
their graves; and sleep on a plank strewn with | would be a less difficult task than it would be, 


ashes, on which they also die. But let it not 
be thought that any effort is made even to 
smooth the bed of death. In the last agonies 
the plank is but overstrewn the more thickly, 
and nails and flints are added to the ashes by 
which it was previously covered. And thus 
they die—~the garment which had enwrapped 
them during life, forming their shroud.” 

‘The sub-prioress of this convent is sister 
to the celebrated Marquess of Pombla, who 
after his disgrace, came to hide her sorrows 
under this roof.” 


were the ‘‘sacrilegious white-man”’ present to 
blast the fruits of the mission!---Carried out, 
the idea is this:—that as the Christian Reli- 
gion had had a very bad effect upon the mor- 
als of a Christian community, it was necessa- 
ry to get beyond its old sphere of action to 
make a new experiment! Pity indeed is it, 
that the subjects of this experiment were not 
‘some less worthy tribe than the peaceful Flat- 


| heads. 


| Since, however, they have been set apart as 


the victims of this moral pestilence, we would 


‘Their only enjoyment seems to be ‘their | recommend to their persecutors to lose no time 
beautiful flower-garden, cultivated by them-| in fulfilling their mission. If it must be done, 
selves, where the most beautiful, rare, and val-| ‘“’twere well ’twere done quickly.”” Let them 
uable flowers may be obtained.” ‘employ all their engines of mental torture; 
20 coer sa eoneaneemempaoe ween: | while, at the same time, they are careful to fol- 


Editorial Department. low the example of their Otaheite friends, in 
enslaving the bodies of their victims also. Let 


FLAT-HEADS AND LONG-HEADS. them tell the now peaceful and humane Fiat- 
— heads, how the God of Israel sent forth his 

A band of Missionaries recently arrived in ‘servant Moses, to slay the unoffending women 
this city on their way to the far West, in hopes | and children of the Midianites, (Num. 31.) 
of there finding a race of people ignorant e-| How Saul was commanded to. ‘go and smite 
nough to receive their baleful superstition!— | Amalek, and utterly destroy all that they had, 
Yes, the Upas of Christendom is at length to| and to spare them not; but to slay both man 
be planted on the shores of the Colombia, and | and woman, infant and suckling;” (1 Sam. 15 
we shall soon see what precious fruit it will|—3,) and how, in accordance with this com- 
bring forth! It will thrive, doubtless; for the | mand (ver. 33) ‘‘Agag was hewed in picces be- 
soil of the Filat-heads is peculiarly adapted to! fore the Lord in Gilgal!” Let them excite 








its growth—it does not produce the Tree of 
Knowledge. 

The Flat-heads are described as being the 
most peaceful and moral of all the tribes of 
the west. This fact was recently acknowledg- 
ed at a meeting held in this city for the pur- 
pose of “lifting” a collection to aid the mis 
sion; ‘‘but,”’ observed the speaker, ‘‘is it mere- 
ly morality that we would inculcate?—is it mo- 
rality that has made us what we are? Oh no! 


-we have a higher object in view—morality 


will not take us to heaven!”? The Flat-heads, 
he considered, were in a woful plight; with all 
their morality, they were just hovering on the 
brink of perdition! How awful! Then there 
was to be considered their solicitude to receive 
‘the word!” How they travelled some thou- 
sands of miles over prairies and thro’ dark for- 
ests, to gain intelligence of the white-man’s 
Great Spirit! Howsome of them sunk by the 
Way, inartyrs to the glorious cause of missions! 


their savage ferocity by the recital of the 
butchery of the five kings of the Amorites, 
(Josh. 10,) or the cruel-slaughter of the Ge- 
shurites by the ‘*man after God’s own heart,” 
who “saved neither man nor woman alive to 
hring tidings to Gath, lest they should say, 
So did David!’? (1 Sam. 27---11). And let 
not the fate of the children of Ammon, who 
were dragged under harrows of iron, and saw- 
ed asunder, be forgotten! (2 Sam. 12---31.) 
Let such specimens of savage barbarity be set 
before them, and doubtless they will soon be- 
come worthy followers of the God of hosts— 
shining lights in the work of christianizing 
itheir fellows, by means of the faggot and the 
| stake. 

| Wherever Christianity has been introduced, 
there immediately has been felt its demorali- 
zing influence. Look at Otaheite, where, 
from a population, thirty years ago, of sixteen 
thousand inhabitants, who were peaceful and 
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-_ er tes ererenmmeas . se : 
moral, less than five thousand silly priest-rid 
den slaves, are all that are left! ‘That sim- 
plicity of character which atoned for many of 
their faults, (says a late writer, ) has been con- 
verted into cunning and hypocrisy; and drunk- 
enness, poverty and disease, have thinned the 
Island of its population to a frightful degree.”’ 
But we need not goabroad. Look at our own 
frontiers, wherever missionary establishments 
have been made, and how much brighter is 
the prospect? At the Carey missionary es- 
tablishment, we were lately informed by means 
of the public press--and we do not know that 
the statement has been contradicted---that all 
the female converts became prostitutes in a 
short time after their initiation! What the 
male converts are, we have often seen: with 
them, where there is rum there is religion. 
They too might exclaim with their missionary 
brethren: It is not morality but christianity 
that has made us what we are! 

The Indians seem a devoted race of people. 
They are rapidly fading from before us, and 
must, we fear, sooner or later, become extinct. 
But why should we hasten their doom? Why 
attempt to reclaim them by means which ex- 
perience has so often shown to be worse than 
abortive? The Indians, in all conscience, are 
savage enough--superstitious enough, without 
the addition of our stock of barbarism and su- 
aemers to theirs. Are they a people capable of 

eing civilized at all? We arenot prepared to 
decide upon this matter, for heretofore, we con- 
ceive, a fair experiment has not been made; 
but of this we feel confident-—and all experi- 
ments bears us out in the belief---that should 
any plan ever succeed, it will be one totally de- 
void of superstition. It will be one which shall 
point them to their true interests in this life, 
and show that in good works alone is to be 
found their salvation. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


‘‘Patmer’’ is on file, and shall appear soon. 

Our very candid friend, ‘‘Jutius,’’ has our sincere 
thanks for his friendly assistance. We intended to 
have availed ourselves of his excellent remarks in 
our present number, but they were crowded out. 





‘‘Veritas’’ came to hand too late for insertion in our 
present number. 
Puito’s’’ Sih, 6th, and 7th articles, on the ‘‘Credi- 


bility of the Christian Religion,’’ and a continuation of [ 


‘‘A Portrait of the God-head,”’ are on file. A number 
of each perhaps in our next. 





Fanaticism. A farmer at Hoberhausen, near Schro- 
benhausen, in Swabia, recently, in a fit of religious fa- 
naticism, kiNed his wife, by cutting her throat, and 
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this insane and crue] operation, his children were come 


pelled to remain on their knees, repeating their prayers. 
The neighbors came im at the cries of the poor woman, 
but too late to save her life. 





Trutu on a Rart Roap!—The Norfolk Beacon, 
in its notices to correspondents, says that ‘‘Truth on 
a Rail Road shall soon appear.’’ We are glad to see 
the old lady accommodated with so rapid a conveyance. 
She has been travelling heretofore on crutches. 





An assorted cargo.—A ship lately sailed from Lon- 
don for India, with several missionaries on board, and 
five hundred newly manufactured idols or false godg 
for sale. 





Singular Lunacy.—Among the present inmates of 
Bethlehem hospital, (Eng.) is Capt. Parry, who com- 
manded Lord Byron’s brig in the Mediterranean, and 
subsequently published an account of his last moments. 
This unfortunate gentleman’s mental delusion consists 
in a notion that he has lost his soul; and that unless he 
is able to destroy some fellow creature, and possess 
himself of his soul, he cannot be saved. 





To the Editors of the Western Examiner 
GENTLEME N-- 
You will oblige me by correcting the following typo- 


graphical errors, which appeared in my article, pub- 
lished in No. 6 of the Western Examiner:---For eigh- 


teen month, read eighteen montis; for fanactics read fa- 


natics; for fountains of the deed were dained, read, 
fountains of the deep were drained, and for Satanic 
majesty, read Celestial majesty-—This last is a wide mis- 
take, and perverts Mr. Peck’s meaning totally. 


Yours Respectfully, 
P. J. HOBSON. 
Green County, Illinois, 2 
March 27th, 1834. § 


—— Sa 

Reverendism.—The fellow referred to in this paper of 
last Friday, as having committed an outrageous offence 
against the laws of God and society, was the Rev. Ben- 
jamin Wade! We did not state his offence correctly, 
and it is proper to add, that common decency forbids 
that we should make it known to the people.— Prec. 
Gaz. 











frreligion in France.—To whatever cause it is ow- 
ing, nothing can be more certain, than that infidelity a- 
gain reigns lord of the ascendant in Paris. _ It is impos- 
sible to be a week in the metropolis without observing 
this. It is computed that from 60,600 to 80,000 indi- 
viduals, chiefly women, or persons ofthe poorest class- 
es, believe in the Christian religion. The remainder, 
amounting to about 800,000, make no pretention to 
such a faith—B. Mag. 





March of Improvement in Poland.--The 
Emperor Nicholas lately delivered a speech to 
the Council of Administration of Warsaw as- 
sembled at Modlin, in which the following re- 


then beating her violently with a metal crucifix, in or- | markable words occurred:---‘Gentlemen, you 


der, as he said, to drive the deyil out of\her. During | must persevere in your course, and as to my- 
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iron to the progress of liberal opinions. ‘The 
present generation is lost, but we must labor 
with zeal and earnestness to improve the spir- 
it of that to come. It may perhaps require a 
hundred years. I am not unreasonable---I 
give youa whole age, but you must work 
without relaxation.” 





The Providence Microcosm, in an article on 
Pope’s ‘Essay on Man,” says, ‘The essay 
was justly thought to be full of the doctrines 
of materialism--- 

“All are but parts of one stupendou’s whole, 
Whose body nature is, and God the soul.” 

As the essay when first published, said that 
‘man is a mighty maze and all withouta 
plan,” in consequence of the clamor, the words 
all without a plan were changed and it run 
‘‘but not without a plan.” 

It is curious to observe, how little evil has 
resulted from the doctrines which were thought 


to be subversive of society. But the evils of 


most metaphysical notions exist only in the 
inferences deduced from them by their oppo- 
nents, and which however legitimately derived 
are not foreseen or received by the authors 
ofthe tenets themselves. ‘This, if no other 
consideration, should mitigate, 1f not end the 
dissentions of polemical divinities---dissen- 
tions, in which the inculeation of an wnimpor- 
tant dogma has been substituted for the estab- 
lishment of sound morality---which have con- 
verted christendom from a field for the amelio- 


rating labors of philanthropy, into a battle | 


greund for sectarian supremacy---while ‘infi- 
delity,” to use the language of Phillips, ‘‘laugh- 


ing at the contest, has written the refutation | 


of the pretended excellence of their creeds, in 
the blood of the combatants.”-~--R. J Rep. 





POWER, WISDOM AND MERCY OF 
THE JEWISH DEITY. 


Extract of a leticr fron a Missionary at Mas- 


sachusetts Bay, under date of August 12th 
1833, 


On the Sandwich Islands there are now 200,- 


self, as long as I live I will oppose a will of 
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will never be saved. (1!) O, no! You can feei 
your benevolent hearts glow while you con- 
template their redemption nigh at hand; you 
can kneel, and fervently bless the Power 
which has brought them into liberty and light; 
your expansive feelings can swell the triumph, 
and hail a world redeemed; but at that moment, 
they are sinking into hell!(!!!) 

It is a dark, but it is the true, picture.--- 
These are the transactions which simultane- 
ously occur. ‘The heathen from all the Isl- 
ands of the Pacific are dropping by thousands 
into perdition; while you are chanting their as- 
cension to heaven! 

It is proposed to tax the lawyers, notaries, 
brokers, &c. of France, as the resources of 
their trade are considered public property.—— 
The tax would amount, it is computed, to 
5,000,000 francs, in which event a reduction 
is to take place on the import upon salt. 





Remarkable warm Weather.--A Kentuck- 


‘ian said, *‘when he was south, the weather 


was so hot that his buttons dropt off by spoon- 
fulls.” 





Some are very busy, and yet do nothing. 
ne 
CANDIDATES. 








State Election first Monday in August next. 


FOR SHERIFF, 








JAMES BROTHERTON, 
WILLIAM CARR LANE, 
ELLIOTT LEE, 

HUGH O’NEIL, Jr. 





Constable for St. Louis Township, 
DANIEL BUSBY,” 


SOLOMON P. KETCHUM. 





(Ge Mr. Witiiam C. Barrows is an au- 
thorized travelling agent for this paper. 
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| The Western Examiner is published in 


000 who are as much heathen as they ever/the City of St. Louis, on the Ist and 15th of 
were. And why should they not be? Who every month, at the low price of One Dollar 
ever taught them? Those whom God would}and Fifty Cents per annum, payable in ad- 
send to them to give them instruction, are yet , vance. 


in America---intending there to live, and there | 


{(>> Agents, or others, by forwarding $10, 


todie! The little handful of missionaries on | will be entitled to eight copies. 


these Islands cannot instruct 150,000 souls, 


<-The friends of liberal principles through- 


who are ignorant of every thing; could 30 out the Union, are respectfully requested to 
teachers at home enlighten and christianize so | jeecept the Agency of this paper, and aid us in 
many? The Lord will never subdue.his ene- 
mies while his soldiers are in America, and at 
their ease! His wisdom forbids it. (!) 

You cin sing of their salvation, but they | 


| procuring subscribers, 

; (7° Communications, post paid, may be ad- 
| dressed to the * Editors of the Western Exam- 
iner, St. Louis.” 











